Senior General Than Shwe

State Peace and Development Council 

C/o Ministry of Defense

Naypyitaw, UNION OF MYANMAR  

Dear General,  

 

I write to you out of deep concern at the guilty verdict of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on August 11, 2009.  Aung San Suu Kyi, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, has  been detained for 14 of the last 20 years, mostly under house arrest.

On 11 August, 2009, a court in Yangon's Insein prison found Daw Aung San Suu Kyi guilty of violating the conditions of her house arrest, after an uninvited man spent two nights there in early May. Under Section 22 of Myanmar's State Protection Act of 1975, the court sentenced Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to three years' imprisonment, commuted to 18 months under house arrest.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi should never have been arrested in the first place.  I urge your government to demonstrate Myanmar's commitment to human rights by ordering the immediate and unconditional release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all other prisoners of conscience being held in Myanmar.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

Respectfully,

